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About

The VETRIPEDIA Project

VETRIPEDIA was created as an encyclopedia for Venetian Glass, dedicated to the specific 
study of its artistic history, its historical importance and the development advances in the 
art of Venetian glassmaking in the 20th century. Curatorial work based on a private collecti-
on lasted more than 10 years.

Important findings could be made in cooperation with archives of glassmaking, museums, 
foundations, glass galleries, curators, collectors and other sources worldwide. 1000 master-
pieces of glass objects are presented in a three-volume publication entitled „VETRIPEDIA 
Masterpieces of Venetian Glass“.

Drawing from a single comprehensive collection of more than 1000 works of Venetian 
Glass, VETRIPEDIA features mainly the most significant examples from important desig-
ners, produced by Murano glassmakers in the 20th century. The glass collection was built 
during more than three decades to reach the completion as shown in the three-volume 
publication. The VETRIPEDIA publication is designated by the date of glass production from 
1895 – 1970. The three volumes chronicle all of the most influential artists, artisans and 
firms dedicated to the avant-garde glassmaking in Venice. Each object is comprehensively 
catalogued and placed into its historical context.

The VETRIPEDIA project is based on a catalogue of valuation criterions for each object – in 
particular the aesthetic beauty, style and proportions, artistic quality, rarity, technical diffi-
culties of the realization and perfection of the technique, designers importance, significan-
ce of manufacturers and glass masters, historical importance and historical opinion of the 
critics, modernity in relation of the year of production, publication on historical edition and 
recent publication as well as participation in historical exhibitions. The provenance of the 
works, as far as it is known, is added as a supplementary criterion. The final selection of the 
glass objects published in the three VETRIPEDIA volumes was made using a scoring system 
based on the various valuation criterions.

The classification of the objects turned out to be an evolutionary process which unfolded 
with the discovery of unknown historical documents and publications. New insights and 
information about the origin and authenticity led to reclassifications of some objects. As 
with other art categories curator’s work is following a piece of art during its lifetime, high-
lighting its influence and its importance within its art category and its significance for a 
collection. Curatorial work lasted more than 10 years in cooperation with archives of glass-
making companies, museums, foundations, glass galleries, curators, collectors and other 
sources worldwide. During these years important findings could be made and there are still 
expectations for more discoveries. In the art market Venetian glass has developed into its 
own serious category of decorative art.
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Printed Publication

VETRIPEDIA’s three-volume publication by 
Marino Barovier entitled ‘VETRIPEDIA Mas-
terpieces of Venetian Glass’ is designated 
by the time period of glass production. 
These unprecedented volumes chronicle all 
of the most influential artists, artisans, 
glass techniques, and firms dedicated to 
the avant-garde production of Venetian 
glass, and is not only completed by a list of 
signatures and labels and a corresponding 
bibliography, but present all objects plates, 
with descriptions of all relevant curatorial 
data, including drawings, period photos, 
exhibitions and literature.

Marino Barovier is an internationally recog-
nized expert in the field of twentieth-cen-
tury Murano glass. He has curated exhibi-
tions at Ca’Pesaro and Palazzo Ducale in 
Venice; the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in 
Montreal, Canada; and the Museum of Arts 
and Design in New York. He has published 
more than twenty books and edited various 
exhibition catalogs about Venetian glass of 
the twentieth century.

Three volumes in a slipcase, 1712 pages 
with 3285 color illustrations.
Published by Prestel in autumn 2024.

Link: https://prestelpublishing.penguinrandom-
house.de/book/Vetripe-
dia/Marino-Barovier/Prestel/e626935.rhd
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Book Volume I 1895 -1936
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Book Volume I 1895 -1936
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Book Volume I 1895 -1936
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Book Volume I 1895 -1936
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Book Volume II 1925 -1945
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Book Volume II 1925 -1945
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Book Volume II 1925 -1945
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Book Volume II 1925 -1945
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Book Volume III 1947 - 1970
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Book Volume III 1947 - 1970
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Book Volume III 1947 - 1970
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Book Volume III 1947 - 1970

Contact for further information:

info@collection008.com 

Büro/Office 24 IDZ
Industriestrasse 21
6055 Alpnach Dorf 
Switzerland
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